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Southeast Heights Health Coalition (SEHHC)  
Community Improvement Priorities  
The SEHHC has been meeting with the community since 2007 to determine what 

changes will make this area a healthier community. On September 25, 2008, the 

SEHHC met to prioritize community projects which have been identified as part of 

an ongoing community visioning effort with the community.  On December 13, 

2008, SEHHC put together a Community Design Workshop where residents spent 

the day learning, walking, and designing improvements for their community.  

 

One goal of the Coalition is to prioritize community projects which improve the 

overall health of the community through interventions in the built environment.  

The Built Environment breakout group overwhelmingly supported the need to 

improve the walkability, safety, and overall public heath by focusing on pathway 

and streetscape initiatives that would improve the overall quality of life of SEHHC 

neighborhoods.  The Southeast Heights neighborhoods have the highest public 

transit ridership of the city.  In addition, the Southeast Heights has the highest 

pedestrian traffic within the City of Albuquerque. Therefore, community 

improvement projects associated with improving the infrastructure, safety, and 

public spaces associated with walkability are seen as a priority of the SEHHC.   

The Coalition identified three (3) community streetscape/pathway improvement 

projects as priorities for capital improvement funds from the City of Albuquerque, 

the County of Bernalillo, as well as from State legislative representatives. 

 
Priority Community Projects for Southeast Heights Neighborhoods 

1. Alley, Mural , and Pathway Beatification Project  

*A total estimated Cost of Approximately $900,000 

Phase 1 (Kathryn to Southern) 

 

2. Indiana and Bell Streetscape and Lighting Project (Indiana/Bell St.) 

*Estimated cost of 2.2 million dollars 

Phase 1 (Louisiana to Kentucky) 

 

3. Streetscape Improvements for the UNMH Clinic (Central/Texas) 

*Total estimated cost of approximately 2.3 million dollars  

Phase 1 (median upgrades) 

(See attached project summaries) 

 



Summary of Projects 
 

Mural and Pathway Beautification Project 
The purpose of the Mural and Pathway Beautification Project is to improve public 

pathways within the Southeast Heights neighborhoods by providing a more 

walkable, safe, and healthy community.  Currently, many alleyways in the 

Southeast Heights serve as primary pathway and walkways for residents.  In fact, 

many youth utilize these spaces as the primary paths and walkable corridors within 

the neighborhood.  However, many of these pathways have many challenges since 

they were never designed to serve as walkways.  Also, many of these alleyways in 

the Southeast Heights are unsafe because of crime.  The Mural and Pathway 

Beautification Project proposes to improve pathways though lighting and walkway 

surfaces provide for mural and public art, as well as providing for low maintenance 

native botanical and horticultural art and other landscaping improvements within 

the neighborhoods to create green pathways. (See Attached Project Map) 

 
Situation:  Limited walkways.  High crime area. Unsafe walking conditions.  Poor lighting. 
Proposed Action: Improve pathways through lighting and walkway surfaces provide for mural 
and public art, as well as providing for low maintenance native landscaped green pathways. Use 
1% for Public Arts to assist in the various art features of this project. 
Funding:  $900,000 total / $450,000 for Phase 1 (Kathryn to Southern St.) 
Expected Results:  A more walkable, safe, and healthy community. 

 



Indiana and Bell Streetscape and Lighting Project 
The objective of the Indiana and Bell Streetscape and Lighting Project is to 

improve safety and pedestrian walking conditions for youth and residents near 

Emerson Elementary School and the South San Pedro Neighborhood.  While the 

Southeast Heights community has the most pedestrian traffic in Albuquerque, the 

public streets and sidewalks are in poor condition to foster safe walkability.  Due to 

the high volume of youth walking to and from school at Emerson, and the high 

volume of local pedestrian use of walkways, the SEHHC has identified this 

location for a major streetscape walkway improvement project.  Also, we have 

identified Bell Ave. from Georgia St. to Louisiana Blvd. to be an exceptional street 

for walkway improvements due to the existing width of roadway which is 

approximately 10 feet wider than any existing street in the Southeast Heights 

neighborhood. The Coalition is supporting a Safe Routes to School grant that will 

make this project connect with other improvements within the neighborhoods. (See 

Attached Project Map) 

 
Situation: High crime area. Poor lighting. Wide street leads to high speed driving.    
Proposed Action: Improve pedestrian conditions through lighting and walkway improvements 
and provide for public space through mini plazas to increase eyes on the street.  Use 1% for 
Public Arts monies to assist in the various art features of this project. 
Funding:   $2.2 million total / $750,000 for Phase 1 (Louisiana Blvd. to Kentucky St.)  
Expected Results:   A more walkable, safe and healthy community. Safer driving conditions. 

 



Street Improvements at Central and UNMH Clinic 
The University of New Mexico Hospital is nearing the completion of a new clinic 

facility located on Texas Street located between Central and Zuni Avenues.  The 

Clinic will heavily serve health care services to Southeast Albuquerque.  The 

UNMH clinic will provide wide sidewalks, lighting, and landscape features around 

the site.  However, due to the increased pedestrian traffic to the clinic, several 

crosswalk improvements will be needed at Central and Texas, as well as at Zuni 

and Texas. At the Community Design Workshop in December there was great 

interest by community members to narrow Route 66/Central and create a better 

multi-modal transportation design similar to other neighborhoods, especially the 

East Gateway Sector Plan. (See Attached site Map) 

 
Situation:   Dangerous crossing at UNMH Clinic, American Indian Center, and Senior Housing 
development.  
Proposed Action:  Improve pedestrian safety by improving median and changing number of 
lanes on Route 66/Central. Use 1% for Public Arts monies to assist in the various art features of 
this project. 
Funding:   $2.3 million total /$200,000 for Phase 1 (median upgrades)  
Expected Results:   Increased access to services, and a more walkable, safe and healthy 
community.  

 

 
 


